
 Fall 2022 Syllabus for MEJO 101: The Media Revolution: From Gutenberg to Zuckerberg and Beyond  Page 1 of 36
 

 Fall 2022 Syllabus for MEJO 101: The Media Revolution: From Gutenberg to Zuckerberg and Beyond  Page 1 of 36  

 

 

 

Fall 2022 Syllabus for  
MEJO-101: The Media Revolution: From 

Gutenberg to Zuckerberg and Beyond 
 
 

MEJO-101: The Media Revolution: From Gutenberg to Zuckerberg and Beyond will 
introduce you to the various facets of communication from the objective world of news 

media to the persuasive realms of advertising, public relations, and social media. This course 
will also strengthen your knowledge of media and communication industries, their content, 

and their effects on us, as individuals. 
 
 

 

 

 

 
  



 Fall 2022 Syllabus for MEJO 101: The Media Revolution: From Gutenberg to Zuckerberg and Beyond  Page 2 of 36
 

 Fall 2022 Syllabus for MEJO 101: The Media Revolution: From Gutenberg to Zuckerberg and Beyond  Page 2 of 36  

 Fall 2022 Course Schedule 

MEJO-101 will meet, in-person, from 5:45 p.m. to 7 p.m. on Monday and 
Wednesday in 111 Carroll Hall or in a real-time Zoom session, if UNC-Chapel Hill 
stipulates us to do so. Regardless of whether our class meets online or in-person, we 
expect all students to attend our class sessions in real-time, every day we meet. 

We expect all students, barring those with countervailing circumstances, to attend 
each class session at the scheduled class time. Since this is a media class, we would like all 
students to engage in discussions about media trends, themes, and theories. As you will 
appreciate, such interactions occur best in real-time class sessions. 

We have designed class sessions to be active learning sessions. To that end, we 
expect all MEJO-101 students to attend each class session at the scheduled class time. We 
also have developed asynchronous resources (such as Canvas course site) to support the 
synchronous class sessions and students with special needs. Read page 9 for details of how we 
serve students with special needs. 

 
Fall 2022 Course Delivery: As long as it is possible to do so safely, we will be 

meeting in person this semester. We understand the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic may 
require changes to this plan and will be monitoring the situation closely. If we need to 
change the format of the course temporarily due to outbreaks of illness, we will announce 
this via email and our Canvas course site. 

What You Will Learn  

We have conceptually organized MEJO 101 into six core areas: Media Literacy, 
Journalism, Public Relations, Advertising, Visual Communication, and Critical Thinking. Each class 
session will cover theories, themes and tools that are relevant to media. We’ll also 
explicate media concepts. This course may not teach you everything about media, but it 
should help you improve your conceptual grasp of media and their importance. The 
course goals are to: 
 Engage with several key faculty members in the Hussman School of 

Journalism and Media. Class lectures by these professors will enable you to 
determine if you would like to study News/Storytelling or PR/Advertising. 

 Learn how to analyze the quality of the communication messages that barrage 
us every day. 

 Explore how various communication professions interact. 
 Improve our understanding of the impact of the media on various aspects of 

our lives. 
 Learn a variety of research techniques employing traditional and electronic 

tools. 
 Gain a better appreciation of the global impact of the media on society. 
 Examine the impact of the media on major sectors of society (business, law, 

health care, government, gender, education, etc.).  
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 Course Overview 
MEJO-101 is among our School’s largest course in media and journalism. This course will strengthen our knowledge of 
media and media industries, their content and their effects on media consumers like you. We’ve meticulously organized 
MEJO-101 around a conceptual core, as outlined below: 
 

The Conceptual Core of MEJO 101 
 

 
 

            
► Media Literacy: Critically evaluate media content, consumption, disruption and best practices in the media professions. Enunciate the 

media’s pursuit of accuracy, fairness, clarity and objectivity in serving audiences and the information needs of communities. Explore ethical and 
legal conflicts in the pursuit of truth, accuracy, fairness and diversity. Understand media bias. 

► Public Relations: Focus on insights, analysis, and practical skills essential to developing and implementing communications strategies that 
advance an organization’s goals and mission. 

► Visual Communication: Explicate and apply media theories in the use and presentation of images, data and information. Comprehend 
appropriate tools and technologies to integrate the verbal and the visual. Learn visual communication concepts relating to storytelling.  

► Journalism: Analyze the history, evolution and role of journalism and institutions in shaping communications around the world. Appreciate 
the diversity of peoples and cultures and track the significance and impact of media in a global society. 

► Critical Thinking: Think critically, creatively and independently on the role of media in fostering freedom of expression including the right to 
dissent, to monitor and criticize power and to redress grievances. Conduct research and evaluate information by appropriate methods. Discuss 
the role of media research. 

► Advertising: Learn advertising campaign principles and theories of marketing and branding. Evaluate best strategies to gain public attention for 
products and services. 


MJ 101


Media 

Literacy 


Public 

Relations 


Visual

Communication


Journalism


Critical 

Thinking


Advertising
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  Course Instructors: Team MEJO-101  
 

 
 
 

 

 Deb Aikat, Ph. D. 
Associate Professor 
UNC Hussman School of Journalism and Media,  
374 Carroll Hall, 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill,  
Chapel Hill, NC 27599-3365. 
Email: da@unc.edu 

 

Our Teaching Assistants 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 Hailey Allen 
Park Fellow & Ph. D. student 
UNC Hussman School of Journalism and Media 
Email: hgsteele@email.unc.edu 

 
 
 
 

   Fall 2022 Office Hours  
 

We love to interact with you. For your convenience, we’ve listed an array of 
opportunities for interaction, as listed below: 

 
Dr. Deb Aikat 
For your convenience, we list an array of opportunities for us to interact: 
 4:30 to 5:30 p.m., Monday and Wednesday or by appointment. 
 Email Deb Aikat (da@unc.edu) to schedule a time that’s more convenient to 

you.  
 You should feel free to talk with Deb anytime or schedule a meeting time 

convenient to you. 
 We will also share ample opportunities to interact with Deb in help sessions 

this semester. Deb also invites you to schedule a time to talk with him. 
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UNC-Chapel Hill’s Attendance, Grading and Examination Policies 

UNC-Chapel Hill’s attendance policy stipulates that “No right or privilege exists that 
permits a student to be absent from any class meetings, except for these University Approved 
Absences." 

The MEJO 101 attendance policy conforms to the UNC-Chapel Hill’s 
attendance, grading and examination policies and procedures, as documented in the 
Academic Catalog (click link to read the policy).  

 
 

Attendance Policy for MEJO 101 

This is an instruction-intensive course, and we expect you to be present in class 
every day we meet. Even though this is a large class, we seek your engagement and 
participation, and we believe that can best be accomplished with your cameras on. 
This is especially important for participation in breakout sessions. While this is a 
discussion class that requires your real-time participation, we will attempt to 
accommodate those who are unable to attend due to COVID-19 issues. If you are in 
that situation, please let us know as soon as you can. Besides attending class, you are 
also responsible for reading the Canvas course web space and email updates. There is 
no substitute for attending class, participating in class discussions, listening to our 
stellar speakers and following their class lectures. 

 
 1. We expect you to attend the entire class session (75 minutes). A partial absence 

will be recorded if you are late by more than 15 minutes, or you leave class 15 
minutes before it officially ends. We expect you to inform the course professor about 
countervailing commitments, if any, for occasional exceptions.  

 2. If you have three unexplained absences, you will NOT be able to pass the class 
and a course grade of F (Fail) will be assigned to you. In addition, Fs will be 
recorded for all work missed or delayed due to your absence. Since this is a 
relatively large class, we have found that the most time-efficient way to record 
attendance is to use Zoom access records and paper attendance sheets when we 
meet in person. It is your responsibility to record your presence, every day you 
attend class. Absences will be marked if you miss class and there is no make-up 
policy for missing class, except for those with countervailing circumstances. 
 

Honor Code 

Remember, as proud members of the UNC-Chapel Hill community, we are bound 
by the University’s Honor Code: “It shall be the responsibility of every student at The 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill to obey and support the enforcement of 
the Honor Code that prohibits lying, cheating or stealing when these actions involve 
academic processes or University students or academic personnel acting in an official 
capacity.”  
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MEJO 101 fortnight quizzes 

To test your engagement and class participation, we will ask you to complete a 
fortnight quiz in Canvas. The fortnight quizzes will cover lecture content (such as 
lecture slides and what speakers said), class discussions, and assigned readings from the 
preceding two weeks. Here are more details: 

► Over the Fall 2022 semester, we hope to share 7 fortnight quizzes, 
together worth 80 points (out of total 500 for our MEJO 101 course). 

► The first fortnight quiz will be worth 8 points, the six following quizzes 
will be worth 12 points, amounting to a total of 80 points. Here is how 
we will calculate the points: 1 quiz x 8 points + 6 quizzes x 12 points = 
80 points. 

► The fortnight quizzes will cover lecture content (such as lecture slides and 
what speakers said), class discussions, and assigned readings from the 
preceding two weeks. For instance, fortnight quiz# 1 will be available by 
12:15 p.m., Aug. 26 (Fri.), you must complete the quiz by 11:59 p.m., 
11:55 p.m., Aug. 28 (Sun). We will follow this schedule every other week. 

► Students who fail to submit a fortnight quiz by the deadline will lose all 
points assigned for that quiz. No excuses. No exceptions. In other words, 
there is NO make-up policy, whatever the reason, for missing the 
deadline for fortnight quizzes. 

These quizzes will be short, consisting of six to 12 questions. They will be easy to 
complete if you have attended prior classes or reviewed lecture content (such as lecture 
slides and what speakers said), class discussions, and assigned readings from those class 
sessions. 
 

 

 
 
UNC-Chapel Hill Resources 

 

The Learning Center: The UNC Learning Center is a great resource both for 
students who are struggling in their courses and for those who want to be 
proactive and develop sound study practices to prevent falling behind. They offer 
individual consultations, peer tutoring, academic coaching, test prep 
programming, study skills workshops and peer study groups. If you think you 
might benefit from their services, please visit them in SASB North or visit their 
website to set up an appointment: http://learningcenter.unc.edu. 

 

The Writing Center: The Writing Center is located in the Student and Academic 
Services Building and offers personalized writing consultations as well as a variety 
of other resources. This could be a wonderful resource to help with your writing 
assignments in this course (and any assignments in your other courses). You do 
not need a complete draft of your assignment to visit; they can help you at any 
stage! You can chat with someone in the writing center or set up as appointment 
on their website: http://writingcenter.unc.edu. 

 

Resources for Success in Writing: UNC has a Writing Center that provides one-
on-one assistance to students free of charge. To make an appointment, browse 
the Writing Center’s online resources, or submit a draft online. They have 
additional useful information, such as handouts on how to cite online. 
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Grading 

Your course grade (500 points) will be computed as follows: 
MEJO-101 projects and assignments add up to 500 points, as detailed below: 
100 points: Timed take-home exam on “Core Concepts in Media and 

Journalism” (You’ll have 10 days to work on this test) 
100 points: Closed book mid-term exam (Week#9 before fall break, see 

online schedule on Canvas for more details),  
150 points: Cumulative closed book final exam (last day of class, Nov. 30. 

Wed.)  
80 points: Fortnight quizzes (every other week, you must attend class to do well!) 
50 points: Course activities (to be decided)  
20 points: Course activities: (includes 10+10 points for completing mid-semester 

feedback and end-semester evaluation) 
      
500 total points you may earn in this course. 



 We’ll divide by 5 the total points you earn out of 500 points to compute your final 
grade, based on the grading scale outlined below. 

 
Grading Scale for undergraduate students 
Undergraduate grades will be based on the following scores:  
A = 95-100 | A- = 90-94 | B+ = 87-89 | B = 84-86 | B- = 80-83 | C+ = 77-79| 
C = 74-76 | C- = 70-73 | D+ = 67-69 | D = 64-66 | F = 63-0 
 

Rounding off final grade points with decimals: The algorithm in our grade schema is 
coded to follow two rules for rounding off the grades with decimal points. They are:  

Rule #1: Round up decimals of .5 .6, .7, .8, or .9 to the next integer. For instance, 66.5, 
66.6, 66.7, 66.8, or 66.9 are rounded to 67.  

Rule #2: Round down decimals of .1, .2, .3, or .4 to the previous integer. For instance, 
66.1, 66.2, 66.3, or 66.4 are rounded to 66. 

 

Late work or tardy submissions: See the MEJO-101 Schedule on Canvas for 
project details and deadlines. If you delay your project, your grade on that 
assignment will drop 20 points, which is the equivalent to one letter grade (for 
example, from an A to a B). All class projects and activities including participation 
activities are due at the respective deadlines. Late submissions will be penalized for 
each day that they are late. If the assignment is not ready at deadline time, it’s 
already considered a day late. Failure to meet some deadlines may earn a zero grade.  

 Grade issues 

We are committed to grades that are fair and appropriate. It is 
important for you to know that the final grade is an average of several 
grades that are earned over the semester. Final grades are, therefore, 
NOT negotiable. Doing extra work to improve the final grade is NOT 
an option because that would be unfair to other students in the course. If 
you wish to earn a good grade, work hard from the beginning of the 
semester.  
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Grade Appeal 

Although grades are not negotiable, we carefully consider concerns about an 
assignment grade. If you have questions about a particular grade, please bring it to 
our attention within a week of receiving that particular grade. The only grades 
that we will discuss at the end of the semester are those assignments you complete 
at the end of the semester.  

You have the right to appeal any grade in this course. You are free to talk with 
us about a grade in this course and discuss our determination of that grade. If you 
are not satisfied, you may submit your appeal in writing along with the assignment 
or project in question. We will respond to your appeal. If you are not satisfied, you 
may appeal to your academic dean.  

The academic dean will consider the merits of the grade appeal. After careful 
consideration, the dean may reject or accept your grade appeal. The dean may also 
appoint a grade-appeal committee to consider your complaint. That committee 
would then recommend action to the dean who appointed the committee.  

Once reported, permanent course grades may not be changed except for clerical 
or arithmetical error or by a successful grade appeal, as outlined above. A formal 
grade appeal, if any, must be filed no later than the last day for late registration of 
the next semester. 
 

Classroom Manners 

Large classes like MEJO-101 create complex dynamics! Here are some basics to 
help ensure everyone is able to fully participate in our class: 
 

Close other windows on your computer during class. Gaming, 
Internet surfing, tweeting and shopping can be done outside of 
our class meeting times. Please mute your Zoom audio unless you 
are speaking. 

Chatting vs. discussing. We encourage group discussions of topics 
at certain points in the class. Please be respectful of others in the 
class. 

Agreeing to disagree. With a class of more than 140 students, we 
will no doubt have differing views – and we hope you will share 
them! The goal is to be respectful in sharing dissenting opinions. 

Join our class on time. Make plans not to be interrupted during the 75 
minutes of each class. We’ll do our part to make these sessions 
enlightening and informative. We need you to help us. 
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Students with Special Needs 

We are committed to making accessible our course resources, procedures, 
exams and facilities to students with disabilities and medical conditions. 

If you require special accommodations to attend or participate in this course, 
please let the course instructors know as soon as possible. If you need 
information about students with special needs, visit the Accessibility Resources & 
Services site at https://ars.unc.edu/. 

Through ARS, our university seeks to meet the individual needs of students 
with disabilities and medical conditions by coordinating and implementing 
appropriate accommodations. We recommend that you register with ARS if you 
would like us to provide accommodations, resources and services to this effect. 

 

 Accessibility Resources 

The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill facilitates the 
implementation of reasonable accommodations, including resources and services, 
for students with disabilities, chronic medical conditions, a temporary disability 
or pregnancy complications resulting in barriers to fully accessing University 
courses, programs and activities. Accommodations are determined through the 
Office of Accessibility Resources and Service (ARS) for individuals with 
documented qualifying disabilities in accordance with applicable state and federal 
laws. See the ARS Website for contact information: https://ars.unc.edu or email 
ars@unc.edu. 
 

Counseling and Psychological Services 

Carolina’s Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS) is strongly 
committed to addressing the mental health needs of a diverse student body 
through timely access to consultation and connection to clinically appropriate 
services, whether for short or long-term needs. Go to their website: 
https://caps.unc.edu/ or visit their facilities on the third floor of the Campus 
Health Services building for a walk-in evaluation to learn more. 
 

 Title IX Resources  

Any student who is impacted by discrimination, harassment, interpersonal 
(relationship) violence, sexual violence, sexual exploitation or stalking is 
encouraged to seek resources on campus or in the community. Please contact the 
Director of Title IX Compliance (Adrienne Allison – Adrienne.allison@unc.edu), 
Report and Response Coordinators in the Equal Opportunity and Compliance 
Office (reportandresponse@unc.edu), Counseling and Psychological Services 
(confidential), or the Gender Violence Services Coordinators (gvsc@unc.edu; 
confidential) to discuss your specific needs. Additional resources are available at 
safe.unc.edu. 
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ACEJMC Professional Values and Competencies 

The Accrediting Council on Education in Journalism and Mass Communications 
(ACEJMC) evaluates professional media and journalism programs in colleges and 
universities. The ACEJMC requires that, irrespective of their particular 
specialization, all graduates should be aware of certain core values and 
competencies. This course covers the following values and competencies: 

 Understand and apply the principles and laws of freedom of speech and 
press, for the country in which the institution that invites ACEJMC is 
located, as well as receive instruction in and understand the range of 
systems of freedom of expression around the world, including the right to 
dissent, to monitor and criticize power, and to assemble and petition for 
redress of grievances. 

 Demonstrate an understanding of the history and role of professionals and 
institutions in shaping communications. 

 Demonstrate an understanding of gender, race, ethnicity, sexual orientation 
and, as appropriate, other forms of diversity in domestic society in relation 
to mass communications.  

 Demonstrate an understanding of the diversity of peoples and cultures and 
of the significance and impact of mass communications in a global society. 

 Understand concepts and apply theories in the use and presentation of 
images and information. 

 Demonstrate an understanding of professional ethical principles and work 
ethically in pursuit of truth, accuracy, fairness and diversity. 

 Think critically, creatively and independently. 
 Conduct research and evaluate information by methods appropriate to the 

communications professions in which they work. 
 Apply tools and technologies appropriate for the communications 

professions in which they work.  
This course is designed to build your abilities in each of these areas depending on 
your research interests and specific area of specialization. In this class, we will also 
seek to address the values and competencies as outlined above. 

 

We Cherish Diversity. 

Diversity is vital to journalism and media. Diversity prohibits policies, procedures 
or practices relating to willful discrimination on the basis of age, color, disability, 
gender identity or expression, national origin, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation 
or veteran status. We seek to create a positive atmosphere of nondiscrimination. 
Acts of discrimination, harassment and insensitivity hurt and degrade all members 
of the learning community whether victim, perpetrator or observer. As a 
community of scholars, we are committed to equal opportunity for all. UNC-
Chapel Hill’s Equal Opportunity and Compliance Office ensures compliance of 
Carolina’s Policy on Prohibited Discrimination, Harassment and Related 
Misconduct.  
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THE UNIVERSITY  
of NORTH CAROLINA  
at CHAPEL HILL 

 

DEB AIKAT, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor 
 

CB# 3365, T   919.962.4090 
CARROLL HALL, F   919.962.0620 
CHAPEL HILL, E   da@unc.edu 
NC 27599-3365, U.S.A.  
Web: https://bit.ly/DebAikat 

 
 
 

 

Aug. 15, 2022 
Dear Students in MEJO-101 Fall 2022: 
 

Welcome to MEJO-101: The Media Revolution: From Gutenberg to Zuckerberg and Beyond. 
Thank you for choosing this class as part of your coursework. You have paid your hard-earned 

money for an enriching academic experience. Thus, our job is to ensure that when you leave this class in 
December, you truly feel that you have received your money’s worth. You are the most important part of 
Carolina. You do not depend on us. We depend on you. You are not an interruption to our work - you 
are the purpose of it. We are not doing you a favor by serving you - you are doing us a favor by 
giving us the opportunity to work with you. 

Our job is to make your educational experience as stimulating and rewarding as we can and to 
create an environment conducive to facilitating your learning experience. However, we cannot perform 
our job alone. We need your help. Your job is to participate in this class with an open mind and with 
enthusiasm because we cannot teach you anything unless you are willing to learn. 

If at any time during the course of your semester you feel that that this course is not meeting your 
expectations, please don’t hesitate to come and talk with us. We look forward to spending the next several 
weeks with you. We will give 130 percent toward making this a unique and valuable learning experience 
for you. 

In conclusion, as we begin our journey together this semester, we would like you to consider 
the following words: “The only limitations in our lives are those we place on ourselves.” 

Here’s wishing you a productive Fall 2022 semester! 
 
Cordially, 

 
Deb Aikat  
For Team MEJO-101 
 
 
P. S.: We firmly believe in the value of an informal and flexible learning environment. Feel free to make 

suggestions about what you would like to get out of this class. We believe in a team effort, and your 
ideas are as valuable as ours. 
We view our responsibility as working with you to help you learn about mass communication 
issues, produce high quality work, achieve a good grade for your efforts and a valuable set of 
research skills. If you need help, we are here to provide it. Do not wait until it is too late. If you 
face a problem, please communicate with us, and we will work together to find a solution. 
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Dr. Deb Aikat 
1BAssociate Professor 
UNC-Chapel Hill’s Hussman School 
of Journalism and Media 

   A former journalist, DEB AIKAT (pronounced EYE-cut) has been a faculty 
member since 1995 in the UNC Hussman School of Journalism and Media at 
UNC-Chapel Hill. An award-winning scholar, Dr. Aikat theorizes the role of 
digital media in the global sphere. His research ranges across the media.  
 

   Dr. Aikat’s peers elected him as the 2022-23 President of the Association for 
Education in Journalism and Mass Communication (AEJMC), one of the premier 
scholarly organizations in our field. He will serve as AEJMC President for the 
2022-23 academic year culminating in the 2023 AEJMC conference in 
Washington, D.C. 
 

   Dr. Aikat co-authored the 2019 book, Agendamelding: News, social media, 
audiences, and civic community, with Dr. Don Shaw, Dr. Milad Minooie and Dr. 
Chris Vargo. Agendamelding theorizes how audiences meld messages of 
newspapers, television, and social media in our 21st century digital age. 
Authored by pioneers of agenda setting theory and digital media researchers, 
the book was recognized as a winning title in the 2016 AEJMC-Peter Lang 
Scholarsourcing competition. The Agendamelding book marks the 50th 
anniversary of the seminal 1968 agenda-setting study conducted at UNC-
Chapel Hill. 
 

   Dr. Aikat’s research has also been published in book chapters and refereed 
journals such as First Amendment Studies, Health Communication, International 
Journal of Interactive Communication Systems and Technologies, Global Media and 
Communication, Popular Music and Society, Convergence: The Journal of Research into 
New Media Technologies, and publications of the Association for Computing 
Machinery (ACM) and the Microsoft Corporation. His research has been 
funded by government agencies (e.g., the North Carolina Policy Collaboratory, the 
US Department of State, US Department of Education’s Title VI grants), corporate 
foundations (e.g., the Freedom Forum, the Scripps Howard Foundation) and industry 
(e.g., IBM, Knight Ridder). He served as an elected member of the AEJMC 
Publications Committee. 
 

   The Scripps Howard Foundation recognized Dr. Aikat as the inaugural 
winner of the “National Journalism Teacher of the Year award” (2003) for his 
“distinguished service to journalism education.” The International Radio and 
Television Society named him the Coltrin Communications Professor of the 
Year (1997).  
 

   Dr. Aikat served from 2007 through 2013 as an elected member of the 
Accrediting Council on Education in Journalism and Mass Communications 
(ACEJMC), which evaluates journalism and media programs in universities.  
   With funding from the US Department of Education grant to Indiana 
University, Dr. Aikat visited Russia in May 2015 to research press freedom in 
the former Soviet Union. He founded in 2015 the South Asia Communication 
Association (SACA), which has brought together 2,086 scholars and 
professionals in examining media and communication in South Asia and its 
diaspora worldwide. 
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   Dr. Aikat’s research and teaching excellence awards (see curriculum vitae for a 
full list) include the Emerald Literati Award (2020), UNC Chapel Hill’s 
Diversity Award for Faculty (2019) “for exemplary scholarship in promoting 
diversity, equity, social justice, community engagement, and/or cultural 
awareness,” AEJMC Senior Scholar Grant Award (2017-18), the AEJMC-
Scripps Howard Researcher of the Year (2014-15), several AEJMC top 
research paper awards, UNC’s Distinguished Teaching Award for Post-
Baccalaureate Instruction (2003), UNC-Chapel Hill’s highest honor for 
excellence in teaching graduate students, the David Brinkley Teaching 
Excellence Award (2000), the AEJMC’s Baskett Mosse Award (1999), the 
Tanner Faculty Award for Excellence in Undergraduate Teaching (1999), 
UNC’s topmost honor for teaching undergraduate students, the UNC-Chapel 
Hill Students’ Undergraduate Teaching Award (1998), and an IBM Research 
Fund Award (1995). Several UNC-Chapel Hill senior classes honored him 
with the Edward Kidder Graham Favorite Faculty Awards for nine years 
(1997 through 2005).  
 

   In addition to teaching small (45 students) and large (310 students) classes 
on campus, Dr. Aikat has taught online courses for more than 23 years. In 
1997, he conceptualized UNC’s first online course in journalism. He 
developed in 2003 a graduate-level online certificate program in “Technology 
and Communication.” He has won fellowships from renowned research 
institutions such as the United States Information Agency (1990), the Institute 
for the Arts and Humanities (2000 & 2003), the Journalism Leadership 
Institute in Diversity (2004-05) and the Institute of African American 
Research’s initiative for Student Learning to Advance Truth and Equity 
(IAAR-SLATE) Teaching fellow (Fall 2021). 
 

   Dr. Aikat currently serves as an elected member of UNC Chapel Hill’s 
Faculty Executive Committee, which advises UNC administrators on key 
issues, and UNC-Chapel Hill’s Honorary Degrees and Special Awards 
Committee. He served (2015 to 2021) on UNC’s Faculty Hearings 
Committee, which conducts hearings on faculty dismissals. He has served 
since 2014 on the UNC Honor Court’s Faculty Hearings Board, which 
adjudicates violations of academic honesty, personal integrity, and responsible 
citizenship. 
 

   Dr. Aikat earned a Ph.D. in Media and Journalism, in 1995, from the Ohio 
University’s Scripps School of Journalism. He completed a Certificate in 
American Political Culture from New York University in 1990. He graduated 
with academic distinction at the top of his class in M.A. Journalism in 1990 
from the University of Calcutta, India, where he also earned a B.A. with 
honors in English literature in 1984. As a journalist in India for the Ananda 
Bazar Patrika’s The Telegraph newspaper from 1984 through 1992, he analyzed 
the impact of politics, education and culture. He also reported for the BBC 
World Service. He also reported for the BBC World Service. Born in India, 
Dr. Aikat became a naturalized U.S. citizen in 2003. 
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    
 
   ~ MEJO-101 Week-By-Week Schedule 
 
 Go to the MEJO-101 Canvas course site for 

the current course schedule. 
 
 Follow the current schedule on MEJO-101 

Canvas space for important dates and 
deadlines. 

 
 Our course schedule may change as the 

semester evolves to create the best learning 
environment for you. 
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���Æ�Ð«¡¬ª «ªÑ�fg���g�������Ò�����Æ�Ë�«�Ó¬¥¦ ªÔÉ¢�Ó¬³³¹¡¢©¦Õ�¹¦·� �«�Ð¹ ©¦Õ¢�¹ª«�Öª«¹ ��fg�k�1�l���Î�Ï�¿¿�j��85F<�4OE�N8CHI<�8O�4�9S×�<JFFPHGHIIJ<KLL[[[M5IEO4MS5CLPSOIFOILFE[45EØ5ØQD55S[Ø<ØA�_~Ø[85F<ØN8CHI<Ø8OØ4Ø9S×Ø<JFFPHT�fg��2W1�2�0�������W�j�@ON8OF�ÄF[<��<<SP84I8SO�6F:OSIF�<JFFPHÙ�YSQ�ÚD5NF:�G�<<SP84IFE�35F<<T �GHIIJ<KLL[[[MJS:OIF5MS5CL5FJS5I8OCiFE8I8OCL�BB�LPD5NF:i8I<iOSIiRD<Ii4OSIHF5iQFE8DQLT�����FF6��K�hFJIM�_�G=SOMTK�749S5�b4:�HSN8E4:�j�Ï����������Î1f���Ï1g�Ò�l�21g�W��Û��2���l�1��������1�2���l1Ü���b5M�bF9��864I�d��GHIIJKLLHD<<Q4OMDOPMFEDLE85FPIS5:LZ4PDNI:LEF9i4864IT�=<M��48NF:��NNFOGHIIJ<KLL[[[MN8O6FE8OMPSQL8OLH48NF:iC54PFi<IFFNFi~�AA�_�_LT�	���
������Ý�W��Ò1ll�Ý1Û��Ò�����Ü1����������¾Þ«ßà¢�³«§ ¥ª«�¢³©·«¢Ã�Å�0�12	�áÄÚiÚH4JFN��8NN;<�âEFOI8Z:8OC�JN4C8458<Q�CD8EF �GHIIJ<KLLCD8EF<MN89MDOPMFEDLJN4C8458<QLT�U�Ý1Û������3N4C8458<Q�cD8n �GHIIJ<KLLN89545:MDOPMFEDLJN4C8458<Qi�D8nLT���ã S̀D�45F�PD55FOIN:�NSCCFE8OIS�hIDEFOI�ä8F[ Ð«¢«  ©¦Õ� �«� «¢ �¢ ¥·«¦ �̧©³³�§³«¹ª¹³³��©¢ ¬ªÔ�²¬ª� �©¢�¢ ¥·«¦ Ñ�¹³³¬̧ ©¦ÕÔ¬¥� ¬�å©«̧ � �«�§¬¥ª¢«�¹¢�¹�ßª¹¦·¦«̧ �¢ ¥·«¦ ̈ æF<FI�hIDEFOI7F4]F�hIDEFOI�ä8F[



����������	���
� ��
����������
��

�����	����������������������������������� ����

!�"#$%&'('�)'*#+'�,&-../�0�1234�25�6748�92:8�8;7:<�0�=5>63?@6A25>�B23�C8DA7�E25@8F6>�G748�H2:8�I;7:J966F><KK?5@@9LA5>63?@6?38L@2:K@2?3>8>KMNOPKBAQ8>KNRNSNMTU37FVSW� �X�����	����������������������������������� �Y�Z����������[�\�Z�][̂[�\�Z�][_Y�[̀�a�b�c?d:A6�62�eE75f7>g>>Ah5:856>e�J966F><KK?5@@9LA5>63?@6?38L@2:K@2?3>8>KMNOPK7>>Ah5:856>KSiRjkW�lm���	���������n��������n�����o�p�][�gqg�r�@A676A25�>6sQ8�h?AD8�B23�@A6A5h�>2?3@8>J966F><KKD3Af8Lh22hQ8L@2:KBAQ8KDKS@O7:fgtu48v7wwQxNG:8tjxgcy>z=ck=KfA8UT?>FV>973A5hW��o�13A68�{�>?d:A6�75>U83>�A5�69A>�123D�D2@?:856J966F><KK?5@@9LA5>63?@6?38L@2:K@2?3>8>KMNOPKBAQ8>KNRNSRjTU37FVSW� �X�����	����������������������������������� �Y�Z����������[�\�Z�][̂[�\�Z�][_Y�[̀�a��o�G748�H2:8�I;7:�A5>Ah96>�J966F><KK?5@@9LA5>63?@6?38L@2:K@2?3>8>KMNOPKBAQ8>KNRNSSrTU37FVSW� �X�����	����������������������������������� �Y�Z����������[�\�Z�][̂[�\�Z�][_Y�[̀�a�X|8d}>�FF6�>QAD8>J966F><KK?5@@9LA5>63?@6?38L@2:K@2?3>8>KMNOPKBAQ8>KNRNSSMTU37FVSW� �X�����	����������������������������������� �Y�Z����������[�\�Z�][̂[�\�Z�][_Y�[̀�a�a�b�~��\���[��	�GAF>B23�BA5DA5h�736A@Q8> �J966F><KKUUULs2?6?d8L@2:KU76@9TfVsj�4s�|vGs4{6Vkkj>W�lm�C>L�c68F975A8�32U5��J966F<KK9?>>:75L?5@L8D?KDA38@623sK>67BBK>68F975A8�UAQQ85�d32U5W�b�CIz��SiS<�G98�C8DA7�8f2Q?6A25<��32:�u?685d83h�62��?@483d83h�QAd373s�h?AD8 �J966F><KKh?AD8>LQAdL?5@L8D?K:8w2SiSW��o�����������������]����]������]���m��������������lm�n��������X����a�l�Y�������������������[�l�������o��]����������]��Z����	�
����[���Z�������������������Z]����
����1884�O<�c8F6L�r�J18DLW<���o���������Z�]���[	���]������Y�
����]Z�����������	���C>L�H7AQ8s�gQQ85 �J966F><KKUUULQA548DA5L@2:KA5K97AQ8s�h37@8�>688Q8�MOSSPjNjKW�	�1976�:748>�7>?@@8>>B?Q�@2::?5A@76A25>�@7:F7Ah5�J966F><KK?5@@9LA5>63?@6?38L@2:K@2?3>8>KMNOPKBAQ8>KNRNSRrTU37FVSW� �X�����	����������������������������������� �Y�Z����������[�\�Z�][̂[�\�Z�][_Y�[̀�a��!�"#$%&'('�)'*#+'�,&-../�� �2?�738�@?33856Qs�Q2hh8DA562�c6?D856�tA8U ������������������������������������ ��������¡ ¢�£¡ �������������¤����¡����¢¡���¡�¥���������¡� ��������¦ ��������������§ �8>86�c6?D8568̈7f8�c6?D856�tA8U



����������	���
� ��
����������
��

�����	����������������������������������� ����

!�"�#$	�%&'�()�*++',-./0+�12�/,�*22'3-.4'�5.6.-/0�71889,.3/-.1,+�7/8:/.6,;&--:+<==>>>?:@,'>+1,0.,'?318=-&'A()A'++',-./0+A12A/,A'22'3-.4'A31889,.3/-.1,+A3/8:/.6,=B��!�"�#$	�C.4'�718:1,',-+�12�/�D933'++290�D-@/-'6.3�71889,.3/-.1,+�E0/,;&--:+<==>>>?21@F'+?318=+.-'+=21@F'+31889,.3/-.1,+319,3.0=G)G(=)H=GG=2.4'A318:1,',-+A12A/A+933'++290A+-@/-'6.3A31889,.3/-.1,+A:0/,=I+&JKLMN)K3LOP(LB��!�Q��R	�D9::1@-.,6�S13/0�T'-/.0'@+�%&.+�5.>/0.�U�V1-�W9+-�X�7/NF9@Y�XN�7/8:/.6,�Z.N'1;&--:+<==>>>?Y19-9F'?318=>/-3&I4JO[*7+F\X]D̂B�_�������������̀�a#$b��c�#$d�������������R���$bc�
e�f��#������g�#����h��!�a���i����C1@-,.6&-�]9.jkG�_lmlnolpoq�rstru�vwxw�yz{|}�~����xvoq�q�p��rrtuu�vwxw�yz{|}���̀�R����������������[''̂�O<�D':-?�(G�;�1,?B�!�C1@-,.6&-�]9.j�kG�@'+90-+�;&--:+<==9,33&?.,+-@93-9@'?318=319@+'+=PHKM=2.0'+=HGH((OI>@/:J(B� �_�����	����������������������������������� ���i����������$�R�i�#$�$�R�i�#$���$��̀����������������R�$��������������������������
�$��������	���#����������#��������5@?�SY,,��>',+ �;&--:<==&9++8/,?9,3?'N9=N.@'3-1@Y=/N�9,3-=0Y,,A1>',+B�	�718.,6��:�V'�-I<%&'�C9-9@'�12�%Z�V'>+�;&--:+<==9,33&?.,+-@93-9@'?318=319@+'+=PHKM=2.0'+=HGH((MI>@/:J(B� �_�����	����������������������������������� ���i�������� �$�R�i�#$�$�R�i�#$���$��̀�������{�z|z��z���z������ �!�"�#$	�]9/0.-Y�%Z�,'>+�3190N�F'�/�3/+9/0-Y�12�-&'�+-@'/8.,6�>/@+;&--:+<==>>>?3,F3?318=/8:=G)G(=)H=)¡=1:A'NA\9/0.-YA-4A,'>+A3190NAF'A/A3/+9/0-YA12A-&'A+-@'/8.,6A>/@+?&-80B�!�"�#$	�%&'�31@1,/4.@9+�:/,N'8.3�.+�/33'0'@/-.,6�013/0�,'>+�-@',N+¢�21@�F/N�/,N�611N;&--:+<==>>>?:1Y,-'@?1@6=F9+.,'++A>1@̂=G)G)=-&'A31@1,/4.@9+A:/,N'8.3A.+A/33'0'@/-.,6A013/0A,'>+A-@',N+A21@AF/NA/,NA611N=B��!�"�#$	�£@/,N¢�-'3&,1016Y�+'',�/+�̂'Y�-1�29-9@'�12�%Z�,'>+ �;&--:+<==,'>+0/F?1@6=F@/,NA-'3&,1016YA+'',Â'YA29-9@'A-4A,'>+=B����[''̂�O<�D':-?�(K�;['N?B<��5@?�%18�S.,N', �;&--:<==&9++8/,?9,3?'N9=N.@'3-1@Y=2/390-Y=-18A0.,N',B�	��¤¥¦§̈�~ �©�ª�«z�¬�|©z�z��­®�« z̄�z�«z°�z�¬�±­²��;&--:+<==9,33&?.,+-@93-9@'?318=319@+'+=PHKM=2.0'+=HGH(LLI>@/:J(B� �_�����	����������������������������������� ���i�������³³�$�R�i�#$�$�R�i�#$���$��̀��!���$�#�������	�D9:'@�£1>0�SŹ�G)GG �;&--:+<==>>>?Y19-9F'?318=@'+90-+I+'/@3&µ\9'@YJD9:'@¶£1>0¶SŹ¶/N+B��_��b���³������̀�·����{�z|z��z���z������ �!�"�#$	�̧¹1>�S1,6�51'+��8.3@1,�%/̂'�-1��/̂'�º19�D.3̂I» º19�/@'�39@@',-0Y�0166'N.,-1�D-9N',-�Z.'> ¼q½q��n¾¿��Àq��q½��½�ÁÂq¾��Ãnoo��oqlÄloo�Àn½��Ä��Å�Ä��Àn½�½�ÁÂq¾���loo�Ãn¾¿��Á����mnqÃ��Àq���ÁÄ½q�l½�l�pÄl¾Â¾qÃ�½�ÁÂq¾�w T'+'-�D-9N',-S'/4'�D-9N',-�Z.'>
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�\2�	�]7>�D8;<bU�n>_<b�p<U>AAbF799GHIJJEL;;7K<LH9:E;9E:>K;8AJ;8E:H>HJqrstJ?<U>HJrNrQqsuC:bGvQV� �w�����	����������������������������������� �x�h����������3�Z�h�23y3�Z�h�23zx�3{�|�wGG9F799GHIJJEL;;7K<LH9:E;9E:>K;8AJ;8E:H>HJqrstJ?<U>HJrNrQq}uC:bGvQV� �w�����	����������������������������������� �x�h����������3�Z�h�23y3�Z�h�23zx�3{�|�|�0�1�23	���b;>R88S�H�:>RES>I�k7b9�4]7>�D8;<bU�p<U>AAb��̂>9H�k:8LdF799GHIJJbR8E9K?RK;8AJCGT;8L9>L9JEGU8b_HJNONOJQOJk7b9T]7>TD8;<bUTp<U>AAbT̂>9HTk:8LdKG_?V��0�1�23	�4]7>�A8H9�7b<:T:b<H<Ld��E89>H�?:8A�l>9?U<��_8;8�]7>�D8;<bU�p<U>AAb4F799GHIJJCCCK>LH>ARU>Abdb�<L>K;8KL�Jb:9<;U>HJ97>TH8;<bUT_<U>AAbTL>9?U<�V��� �8E�b:>�;E::>L9UM�U8dd>_<L98�D9E_>L9��<>C ������ ¡¢��£���������¤¥�¡��¦ §§�̈§�©ª©§§�£ ��«ª¬�­«ª��£ ����¤¥�¡�®�©§§«¦ ¡¢¬«¤��«�̄ �¦��£��̈«¤ª���©��©�°ª©¡¥¡�¦���¤¥�¡�± ²>H>9�D9E_>L9³>b=>�D9E_>L9��<>C



����������	���
� ��
����������
��

�����	����������������������������������� �����

!�"�#$	�%&'(�)*(+,-./0�1&*�234-',�5-,*66'�7*(0�893:7�';3<(�=-7�1*4&>&((?0@AA888B4;4B4'A:*80A*:(*9('-:6*:(A:*(+,-.C034-',CD-,*66'C(*4&CEBFGHIJFEK��LM�
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