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ETHICAL ISSUES IN SPORTS COMMUNICATION
   This course is designed to examine the ethical dilemmas facing the sports field at a time of extraordinary popularity. Some issues are covered daily in the press while others may seem completely obscure. In all cases, the goal is to understand, debate and then attempt to develop appropriate procedures to deal with the most controversial subjects in sport. 

   The class will analyze and discuss the ethical controversies involved with everything from the modern Olympics to college athletics. Among the subjects to be discussed: regulating drugs, the role of journalism, the status of women and the protection of the environment. To give students an exercise of applied sports communication, we will be involved in an assignment from a leading national non-profit organization. The class will develop creative recommendations for the United States Anti-Doping Agency in Colorado Springs, Colorado. Travis Tygart, the Chief Executive Officer, will critique our work.
  The course will examine the dilemmas facing sports through the eyes of very different people. An ethical scandal to one person is often a trivial debate to another.  Our goal is not to present simplistic solutions or political ideology about ethics but to see how controversial dilemmas play out in the larger culture of a sport or society at a given moment.
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Readings for the Course

   Students will be expected to read and discuss four
books during the term. The books are available at Student Stores.
The System  By Jeff Benedict and Armen Keteyian

The Glory and Scandal of Big-Time College Football

The Junction Boys  By Jim Dent

How ten days in hell with Bear Bryant forged a championship team.

 Concussion by  Jeanne Marie Laskas
 The discovery of CTE and the Concussion Crisis.
Into Thin Air by Jon Krakauer

The story of the greatest climbing tragedy on Mount Everest.
Workbook at Student Stores
Evaluation for the Course

   Your grade will result from the following evaluations:

USADA PROJECT                                     Due October 7                                  33%
Ethics REPORT/PRESENTATION      Due November 9.                             33%
Take-Home Final Exam                         Due November 30                           33%
Pandemic Notice
It is unclear what the University will require of students and faculty to cope with the Covid pandemic. I will enforce whatever is requested for safety and order during this unusual time. Any defiance of these requirements can be met with grade reductions and other restrictions. 
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 Office Hours

      I will be glad to see students outside the classroom. Please feel free to see me during office hours on Tuesday and Thursday from 11:00—12:00. I am also available to see students at mutually convenient times by appointment. 
AEJMC STANDARDS
•Principles of Freedom of Expression
•History and Role of Media in Society

•History and Role of Media in Society

•Diverse Society and Audiences

•Global Cultural Perspectives

•Ethical Principles for Communication

•Critical and Creative Thinking

•Research Methods and Analysis

•Accuracy, Fairness and Clarity

•Data, Numbers and Statistics

•Evolving Communication Technology

•Academically Informed Communication Practices
                                       Schedule of Events

August  19              Ethics  and the Olympics 

August  24               Ethics and Youth Sports
August 26                Ethics and The Junction Boys
August 31                USADA BRIEFING                            
September 2           USADA 2
September 7           USADA 3
September 9           USADA 4
September 14        USADA 5
September 16        USADA 6
September 21       USADA 7
September 23      USADA 8
September 28        USADA 9
September 30        USADA 10
October 5               USADA 11
October 7               USADA PRESENTATION
October 12             UNIVERSITY DAY
October 14              Ethics and The System             
October  19           Ethics and Global Sports       
October  21           Fall Break
October 26             Journalism and Concussion
October 28             Ethics and Celebrity
November 2           Sports Tourism and Into Thin Air
November 4           Guest
November 9            Ethics Report/Presentation I
November  11        Ethics Report/Presentation II
November  16        Ethics Report/Presentation III
November 18.        Ethics Report/Presentation IV
November 23.        Video Assignment

November 25.        Thanksgiving

November 30.        Conclusions

                        The take-home final will be due at the
                        the traditional university exam period
