University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

JOMC 89.001 – Summer 2020
                                    Monday-thru-Friday, 1:15-2:45 pm
Polarized Politics, Fake News and the 2020 Elections
Instructor:  Ferrel Guillory
Office: Carroll Hall 354


Email: guillory@unc.edu / 919-962-5936 / 919-259-2708
Office Hours: Tues/Thurs 11 am-noon; 3:15-4 pm
The Course:
In several dimensions, this course consists of an exploration at the intersection of the news media and American democracy. Through readings, daily class discussions and written analyses, students will examine the 2020 election campaigns in the United States and North Carolina, as well as day-to-day workings of government and civic institutions, through the lens of professional journalism. 
The course takes place amid a global pandemic, an extraordinary and stressful moment in American life. Students should follow the daily news closely and come to the class period prepared to discuss both news developments and how the news media perform. The class will meet through Zoom.

As a hybrid, the course will attempt to accomplish four goals: 

1) To introduce students to the work of enterprising journalists and journalistic institutions – and their roles in assembling both mass and niche audiences – and how in doing so they exert influence on the public life of the United States. Students will consider such questions as: What is news? Who decides? What is credible? What’s new in journalism?
2) To learn the value of interpretive and contextual journalism, a form that Walter Lippmann, a prominent journalist-philosopher, termed “explained news.’’ Students will read and discuss commentaries, columns, reviews, profiles, and analyses that not only report events and ideas but also put them into context, go beneath the surface and explore meaning and significance. 
3) To give students a taste for analyzing American politics. A portion of the class will focus on the 2020 national and state campaigning that coincides with the first summer session.  The course will challenge students to explore beyond the “horse race’’ dimension of politics and to think critically about trends, issues and public opinion.
4) To foster a deeper understanding of the day-to-day dynamics of governance. The class will provide instruction on the policymaking processes in the executive, legislative and judicial branches of government – with special attention to the federal system that places key decisions on state and local institutions.
With elevating ethics and citizen-leadership relationships as overarching goals, this course seeks to offer students a realistic encounter with the practices of journalism, politics and governance, to prepare them for further study in the university, and to give them awareness and confidence in developing their own creative aspirations for citizenship and leadership. 
The Assignments:
Assignments will come in four segments:

1) The class will have guest lecturers with whom you will be expected to engage in lively conversation. These guest lecturers will help students understand the democratic spirit and personal ambitions that shape democracy. Students are expected to prepare questions and comments for these guest lecturers; their preparation and participation will be considered in calculating class-participation portion of the final grade.
2) Students will have required readings drawn from daily and weekly journalism. In particular, this course will introduce students to enterprising sources of journalism, both in print and online, beyond the daily newspaper, half-hour TV report, and online news summary. Readings will come from such publications as Vox, EducationNC, The Chronicle of Higher Education, Hechinger Report, Carolina Journal, Politico, The Atlantic, City Journal, NewGeography, the Texas Tribune, the Pew Research Center, Real Clear Politics, and Brookings Institution, The New York Times, Washington Post and Wall Street Journal. 
3) Students will produce a 20-minute podcast on the 2020 elections. The objective of this exercise is to give students an opportunity to engage in an extended discussion drawing on their own initiative, research and readings. 

4) Students will produce two written analyses in the form of oped-style essays of analysis and perspective of the type published in newspapers and online publications.

The Class Schedule:

Each day’s class will include a discussion of current events in the news. You are expected to come prepared to offer observations and your insights into what’s going on and about how events are being covered. Because this course will consider journalism, governing and politics in real time – subject-matter “ripped from the headlines’’ – the following schedule is offered for general guidance and may be altered as events warrant.

May 14 through May 22:  Lectures, guests, readings that introduce students to American journalism and U.S. politics. What does “belonging’’ to a political party mean? Who are Democrats and Republicans? What are the prime issues in 2020? How does technology shape the gathering and dissemination of news. What are the layers of news organizations? What issues arise from false and fictitious reports. Readings from Columbia Journalism Review, the Poynter Institute, NY Times, Washington Post, PoliticsNC, Carolina Journal, PublicPolicyPolling.

May 25 – First paper due.
May 26 through June 4:  Lecture, guests, readings and discussion of national and state politics. This segment will focus on the presidential election, role of political parties, national political conventions -- and on North Carolina as a “laboratory of democracy.” Topics will include: the role of legislators and judges, the decision-making structures of public schools, colleges and universities; how citizens can influence city and state policymaking. Readings from The Atlantic, EducationNC, Real Clear Politics, Ballotpedia. 
June 5 and 8: Podcasts delivered in class.
June 9-11: Summary of lessons learned and brainstorming final papers

June 12 : Final papers due
June 15: Critique of final papers 
June 18: Final exam period, 11:30 am-
Grading:

This course seeks to help students develop the skills of forming judgments, behaving ethically, speaking cogently, writing analytically, and thinking critically. Students are expected to participate daily in class and complete writing assignments on deadline. 
* Let’s be clear: You will not get a passing grade if you fail to complete all writing assignments, or if you commit a serious ethical violation.*
Students will receive a letter grade on each paper, as well as editing and comments. I assign grades on the basis of the depth and quality of critical thinking.

Because it entails assessing accuracy, quality of writing, background research, quotations from sources -- the accumulation of information and insight -- grading is necessarily subjective. Grades and critiques are designed not to lead you to failure but to help you succeed. It is my practice to give students a thorough critique of their writing, as well as my guidance, and to offer them an opportunity to improve their grade by rewriting at least one of their assignments. Here is a general guide to grading:
Letter Grade                                                 Percentage Score
A                                                                   93-100

A-                                                                  90-92

B+                                                                  87-89

B                                                                    83-86 
B-                                                                   80-82

C+                                                                  77-79

C                                                                   73-76

C-                                                                   70-72

D





    60-69




     F                                                                     Below 60
 

Here is the weight given to assignments for final grades:
Class participation ………………………….………………………….15 percent


First Writing Assignment ………………………..………..…….. 30 percent

Podcast………………………………………………………………………..15 percent

Final writing assignment…....................………….….... 40 percent
Diversity:
The University’s policy on Prohibiting Harassment and Discrimination is outlined in the 2011-2012 Undergraduate Bulletin http://www.unc.edu/ugradbulletin/. In summary, UNC is committed to providing an inclusive and welcoming environment for all members of our community and does not discriminate in offering access to its educational programs and activities on the basis of age, gender, race, color, national origin, religion, creed, disability, veteran’s status, sexual orientation, gender identity, or gender expression or disabilities.

Seeking Help:
If you need individual assistance, it is your responsibility to meet with the instructor during office hours or to set up an appointment for another time. If you are serious about wanting to improve your performance in the course, the time to seek help is as soon as you are aware of the problem – whether the problem is difficulty with course material, a disability, or an illness.

Special Accommodations:
If you require special accommodations to attend or participate in this course, please let the instructor know as soon as possible. If you need information about disabilities visit the Department of Disability Services website at http://disabilityservices.unc.edu/ or call (919) 962-8300.

  
Honor Code:
It is expected that each student will conduct himself or herself within the guidelines of the University honor system (http://honor.unc.edu). All academic work should be done with the high levels of honesty and integrity that this University demands. You are expected to produce your own work in this class, which includes outside writing assignments. Use of former students’ writing assignments constitutes a breach of the honor code and will be dealt with accordingly. If you have any questions about your responsibility or your instructor’s responsibility as a faculty member under the Honor Code, please see the course instructor or Senior Associate Dean Chris Roush, or you may speak with a representative of the Student Attorney Office or the Office of the Dean of Students.

Readings: Students will receive essays, political commentaries, and campaign reporting to read as they develop during summer session. All students are expected to pay attention to the daily news of the campaigns in North Carolina and across the nation for president, the US House and Senate and governor. It is highly recommended that you subscribe to The New York Times, the Washington Post or The Wall Street Journal for the duration of this course.
Accreditation: 
Because this first year seminar is hosted in the UNC School of Media and Journalism, students should know that the school’s accrediting agency outlines values and competencies that students  to demonstrate for graduation.  Learn more about them here:

http://www2.ku.edu/~acejmc/PROGRAM/PRINCIPLES.SHTML#vals&comps
 

No single course could possibly give students all of these values and competencies; but collectively, this class is designed to begin building student abilities in the following ACEJMC core values and competences: 
· Understand and apply the principles and laws of freedom of speech and press, including the right to monitor and criticize power.

· Demonstrate an understanding of professional ethical principles and work ethically in pursuit of truth, accuracy, fairness and diversity;

· Think critically, creatively and independently;

· Write correctly and clearly in forms and styles appropriate for the communications professions, audiences and purposes they serve;

· Critically evaluate their own work and that of others for accuracy and fairness, clarity, appropriate style and grammatical correctness.
END NOTE:  I keep an open door – virtually during this period of campus lock-down. You have my email and cell number on this syllabus.  If you need individual assistance and you genuinely want to improve your performance, seek help as soon as you are aware of your need – whether a difficulty with course material, a disability, or an illness. If you need individual assistance, it’s your responsibility to initiate contact with me, a writing coach, or a counselor. Seek help as soon as you are aware of a problem, or even a potential problem, or a desire to improve performance.
