University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

MEJO 458.001 – Spring 2020
Tue-Thurs. 2 pm – 3:15 pm /58 Carroll Hall


SOUTHERN POLITICS: Critical Writing & Thinking

In Politics, Policy and Journalism
Instructor:  Ferrel Guillory
Office: Carroll Hall 354


Email: guillory@unc.edu / Phone: 919-962-5936/ Cell 919-259-2708
Office Hours: Tues-Thurs. 11 am – noon/ 3:30-4:30 pm
The Course:

This course is a hybrid, fueled in part by journalism and in part by the trends, issues and politics that influence democracy in North Carolina, the South and the nation. It is about how ideas move through election campaigns, government policymaking and society at large; and, it is about how ideas get communicated to the public through the news media.

As a hybrid, the course, divided into three segments, will attempt to accomplish three goals: 

1) To describe the development of the modern American South, so that you obtain a broader understanding of the interplay of politics and policy, ideas and ideals in a representative democracy.

2) To give you experience in writing interpretive journalism, with a special focus on state and local politics and government.
3) To foster a deeper appreciation for ethics, citizen-leader relationships and the complexities of people wielding power, through reading and discussing All the King’s Men by Robert Penn Warren. 

Throughout the course, you will read, think, talk and write about the news and contemporary trends in the context of the political, journalistic, cultural and economic history of the 20th and 21st Century South. Social and economic conditions, politics and governance in North Carolina and other Southern states will serve as the raw material for the interpretive journalism that you will practice.

You will have a selection of assignments to engage you in the kind of journalism that Walter Lippmann termed “explained news.’’ (If you don’t know anything about Lippmann, look him up. He’s a major figure in 20th Century American thought and journalism.) More recently, scholars have termed it “contextual journalism” or “knowledge-based journalism.” 
Whether in print or online, explained news goes by many names: commentaries, columns, book reviews, profiles, take-outs, analyses. These are the forms in which journalists attempt not only to report events and ideas but also to put them into context, to go beneath the surface and to explore meaning and significance. The plan of this course is to give you experience in researching and writing explanatory analysis. 
The Assignments:

Assignments will come in three segments:

1) This semester coincides with party primaries for president, governor and an array of offices in North Carolina and other Southern states.  Therefore, you can anticipate assignments and discussions having to do with political events and debates as they take place. You will report, analyze and write in the forms of interpretive journalism. You will produce and the class will critique commentaries of the kind that would appear on a newspaper op-ed page, in a news magazine, or on public affairs/political websites such as www.vox.com, https://www.theatlantic.com/, http://www.newgeography.com/, https://www.city-journal.org/, and www.economist.com. 
2) You will join several classmates in a “book club,” and read, discuss and write on a book, selected from the list below, to learn more about the South, political history and the practice of journalism. You club will deliver an oral report to the class, and each student produces a written report. 

3) An important segment of the semester will revolve around All the King’s Men, the classic novel by Robert Penn Warren. We will examine its lessons bearing on power, ethics, journalism and democracy. You will write an essay, and the class will assemble at the end of the semester to review, discuss and defend the essays.
Please note:

1) You are expected to adhere to the University Honor Code (http://honor.unc.edu/students/welcome.html) and to the highest standards of journalistic ethics: No plagiarism, no bogus quotations. This is a journey of veracity.  
2) I keep an open door.  If you need individual assistance and you genuinely want to improve your performance, seek help as soon as you are aware of the problem – whether difficulty with course material, a disability, or an illness.
3) March 3 is the date of the North Carolina primary as part of what is known as Super Tuesday. You will have an assignment that day, with a story due before Spring break begins on March 6. We will have class on March 5 to discuss the primary results. Make you plans accordingly. You may have assignments that require travel for off-campus events in the Raleigh-Durham area. I’ll try to make assignments that do not conflict with your class schedules.
Honor Code
All participants in this course are expected to conduct themselves within the guidelines of the University Honor System (http://studentconduct.unc.edu/ ). All academic work should be completed with the high levels of honesty and integrity that this University demands. All participants in this course are expected to complete their own work. There is no leniency for cheating. Anyone in this course who has concerns about the Honor Code or the role it plays in this course are encouraged to meet with the instructor, Senior Associate Dean for Undergraduate Students Charlie Tuggle, or a representative of the Student Attorney Office or the Office of the Dean of Students.

 Diversity 
The University’s policy statements on Equal Employment Opportunity and Nondiscrimination are outlined at http://policy.sites.unc.edu/files/2013/04/ nondiscrim.pdf. UNC-Chapel Hill does not discriminate in offering access to its educational programs and activities on the basis of age, gender, race, color, national origin, religion, creed, disability, veteran’s status, sexual orientation, gender identity, or gender expression.

Harassment

UNC does not tolerate harassment based on gender, race, religion, sexual orientation, culture, disability, or for any other reason. It is also a violation of the Honor Code and Title VII of the Civil Rights Act (1964) and Title IX of the Educational Amendments. If you need assistance with a harassment issue or problem, bring it to the attention of the instructor or The Office of the Dean of Students, dos@unc.edu or (919) 966-4042. 

Accreditation

The UNC Hussman School of Journalism and Media is accredited by the Accrediting Council on Education in Journalism and Mass Communication. The ACEJMC outlines professional values and competencies that students should demonstrate by graduation. https://www2.ku.edu/~acejmc
While no course can cover all aspects of a broad field of study, this course seeks to fulfill  several core values and competences defined by the Accrediting Council on Education in Journalism and Mass Communication, especially:
· Understand and apply the principles and laws of freedom of speech and press, including the right to monitor and criticize power.

· Demonstrate an understanding of professional ethical principles and work ethically in pursuit of truth, accuracy, fairness and diversity.

· Think critically, creatively and independently.

· Write correctly and clearly in forms and styles appropriate for the communications professions, audiences and purposes they serve.

The Class:

The class will include discussions of current events in state and national politics.  Together, we will discuss journalism-related practices, policies and issues that arise from the coverage of state, regional and national news. You are expected to come prepared to offer observations and your insights about what’s going on, and about how events are being covered. To do so, you should read one or more daily news publications before you arrive at class.

You will have two commentary-type writing assignments. These assignments will be due at the moment class begins on the day of the specified deadline. You shall meet deadlines. For these assignments, it’s acceptable to turn in your articles either on paper or emailed to me in a word-document. Whichever form you choose, please double- or triple-space your copy, with your name and the date clearly on the first page. I prefer to edit on paper. You will engage in a roundtable critique of each other’s work. When it is your turn to be critiqued, you will bring copies to class for all of your classmates to read.
· You are encouraged to contribute to The Daily Tar Heel, Media Hub and other on-campus and off-campus publications. Indeed, nothing prepares you for a job-search more than having examples of published work. However, do not turn in previously published articles as a class assignment. You are expected to fulfill assignments with original work. In turn, I will strive to get your work published when I see it meets professional standards.

While breaking news and discussions of current events may impel a shift in schedule, here is a calendar outline for your guidance:

1) Jan. 9-28: Social, economic, demographic, historical trends that shape Southern politics. First commentary due Jan. 28.

2) Feb 4-March 5 –  Presidential politics and Southern primaries. Second commentary due March 5.
3) March 19-March 31 – Students deliver book reports, oral and written

4) April 2-April 23 – All the King’s Men discussions with essay due on April 21.

5) May 4 – Final exam, noon
Grading:

This course seeks to help you develop the skills of forming judgments, behaving ethically, providing background and context, speaking cogently and writing analytically. You are expected to complete all writing assignments and to take part in class discussions.

 Let’s be clear: You will not get a passing grade if you fail to complete all writing assignments, or if you commit a serious ethical violation.

You will receive a letter grade on each paper, as well as editing and comments. For the news-analysis articles, I assign grades with this concept in mind: An A (100-96) means a fully publishable article, an A- minus (95-91) means almost ready for publishing, a B+ (90-87) means strong but in need of a few revisions, and so on down to F for failure to think or to complete the assignment. For the book essays, I assign grades on the basis of the depth and quality of critical thinking.

Because it entails assessing accuracy, quality of writing, background research, quotations from sources -- the accumulation of information and insight -- grading is necessarily subjective. Grades and critiques are designed not to lead you to failure but to help you succeed. Here is a general guideline of how your grades will be calculated:


Class attendance and participation…………………….…10 percent


First commentary …………. ………………….…….…...20 percent


Second commentary………………………………………20 percent


Southern book oral presentation and essay…….…………25 percent


All the King’s Men assignment…….……………………..25 percent

Selections for “book club’’ assignments:

The Politics of Rage: George Wallace, the Origins of the New Conservatism and the Transformation of American Politics – Dan T. Carter

The Race Beat: The Press, the Civil Rights Struggle and the Awakening of a Nation – Gene Roberts and Hank Klibanoff

In the Shadow of the Statues: A White Southern Confronts History – Mitch Landrieu

Disintegration: The Splintering of Black America – Eugene Robinson
Strangers in Their Own Land – Arlie Russell Hochschild
The Warmth of Other Suns – Isabel Wilkerson
Mirror to America – John Hope Franklin
The Paradox of Tar Heel Politics: The Personalities, Elections and Events That Shaped Modern North Carolina – Rob Christensen

Terry Sanford: Politics, Progress and Outrageous Ambition – Howard Covington and Marion Ellis

Sources for research:

State of the South reports, MDC Inc. http://stateofthesouth.org/
U.S. Census – Quick Facts, profiles of the states; American Fact Finder
Center for a Better South – Briefing book

Jesuit Social Research Institute – Located at Loyola University New Orleans, data on Gulf Coast states.

The Almanac of American Politics – National Journal


Politics in America – Congressional Quarterly

Stateline.org
RealClearPolitics.org – state-by-state poll data
