University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

JOMC 253.002 – Fall 2019
Tuesday-Thursday, 2 p.m.--3:15 a.m.
Room 11, Carroll Hall
Public Affairs Reporting
Instructor:  Ferrel Guillory
Office: Carroll Hall 354


Email: guillory@unc.edu / 919-962-5936/ 919-259-2708
Office Hours: Tuesday-Thursday, 11-noon. 3:15-4:00 p.m. 
The purpose of this course is to give you experience in researching, reporting and writing news of public affairs – that is, politics, policy, government, civic decision-making -- with attention to accuracy and depth. This course seeks to prepare you to perform with confidence and at a high level of ability in quality news publications. 

The Class:

The class will require you to follow and discuss current events in the news, with special attention to United States domestic issues as well as state and local news in North Carolina. Together, we will discuss journalism-related practices and policies that arise from the coverage of public affairs. You are expected to come prepared to offer your observations and insights about what’s going on, and about how events are being covered. You should read one or more daily news publications before you arrive at class.

As a result of the 2016 elections and shifts in the news-gathering and news-disseminating landscapes, this is a moment of reckoning for American journalism. A course in public affairs reporting requires you to confront the great debate by thinking and writing critically.  

· You will receive basic instruction on techniques of interviewing, storytelling and news analysis, on the use of sources, and on taste, mores and ethics. 
· You will have off-campus assignments to conduct interviews, attend events and otherwise report newsworthy stories, not limited to Chapel Hill but potentially in Durham, Raleigh and other neighboring communities. I will work with you to make such travel convenient and not to disrupt your academic schedule.

· You will have frequent writing assignments. Your writing assignments will be due at a specified deadline. You shall meet deadlines. 

· You should turn in your written assignments double- or triple-spaced. You may submit in word-format by email or on paper. If you fail to put your name and date on the first page of the article, it will not receive a grade. 

· You will engage in a roundtable critique of each other’s work; when it is your turn for critique, you shall bring copies for all members of the class to read. Thus, this class will challenge you to evaluate your own work critically, and to evaluate the work of your peers and professional journalists for accuracy, fairness and clarity.
· This semester coincides with municipal elections in North Carolina, as well as the early stage of the 2020 elections. Therefore, you can anticipate assignments and discussions having to do with political events and debates as they take place. The course will seek to elevate your understanding of freedom of speech and the press, of the intersection of news media and democracy, and of the role of journalists in informing a democratic society, in monitoring and critiquing power. 
You are encouraged to contribute to The Daily Tar Heel and other campus publications. Indeed, nothing prepares you for a job-search more than having examples of published work. However, do not turn in previously published articles for campus publications as a class assignment. You are expected to fulfill assignments with original work. 
Please note:

I keep an open door.  If you need individual assistance and you genuinely want to improve your performance, seek help as soon as you are aware of your need – whether a difficulty with course material, a disability, or an illness. If you need individual assistance, it’s your responsibility to meet with the instructor. Seek help as soon as you are aware of a problem, or even a potential problem, or a desire to improve performance.
Honor Code:

You are expected to adhere to the University Honor Code and to the highest standards of journalistic ethics: No plagiarism, no bogus quotations. This is a journey of veracity.  

Each student will conduct himself or herself within the guidelines of the University honor system (http://honor.unc.edu). All academic work should attain a high level of honesty and integrity. You are expected to produce your own work in this class. If you have any questions about your responsibility or your instructor’s responsibility as a faculty member under the Honor Code, please see the course instructor or Senior Associate Dean C. A. Tuggle, or you may speak with a representative of the Student Attorney Office or the Office of the Dean of Students.

  

Diversity:

The University’s policy on Prohibiting Harassment and Discrimination is outlined in the 2011-2012 Undergraduate Bulletin http://www.unc.edu/ugradbulletin/. UNC is committed to providing an inclusive and welcoming environment for all members of our community and does not discriminate in offering access to its educational programs and activities on the basis of age, gender, race, color, national origin, religion, creed, disability, veteran’s status, sexual orientation, gender identity, or gender expression.

 

Special Accommodations:

If you require special accommodations to attend or participate in this course, please let the instructor know as soon as possible. If you need information about disabilities visit the Department of Disability Services website at http://disabilityservices.unc.edu/ 

Accreditation: 

The School of Media and Journalism’s accrediting body outlines a number of values you should be aware of and competencies you should be able to demonstrate by the time you graduate from our program.  Learn more about them here:

http://www2.ku.edu/~acejmc/PROGRAM/PRINCIPLES.SHTML#vals&comps
 

No single course could possibly give you all of these values and competencies; but collectively, our classes are designed to build your abilities in each of these areas.  This course seeks to fulfill the following ACEJMC core values and competences: 
· Understand and apply the principles and laws of freedom of speech and press, including the right to monitor and criticize power.

· Demonstrate an understanding of professional ethical principles and work ethically in pursuit of truth, accuracy, fairness and diversity;

· Think critically, creatively and independently;

· Write correctly and clearly in forms and styles appropriate for the communications professions, audiences and purposes they serve;

· Critically evaluate their own work and that of others for accuracy and fairness, clarity, appropriate style and grammatical correctness.
Assignments:
News develops from the fast-moving currents of day-to-day events. News also emerges from the slower-moving, yet powerful, currents of trends, cultural conditions and long-term situations. Your assignments will seek to give you experience in handling daily news and news situationers.
Aug. 20-29: General orientation on news judgment, news story forms and role of public affairs journalists. Plus student discussions of contemporary news coverage.

Sept. 3-Fall Break: Weekly reporting and writing assignments
Assignments will be determined as events warrant. Over the course of this semester, you may receive these kinds of assignments:


*To cover a speech


*To cover a public meeting


*To cover a press conference

*To report on a public opinion survey


*To write a news story pegged to a published report on an issue or policy
*To write a profile of a public figure
*To write about religion, the economy, or a cultural trend

After fall break, you will have an assignment to develop an idea and execute a public affairs trend/situationer story that will require two or more interviews, plus additional reporting from data sources, meetings and background research. 
You will pitch your story proposals during the Oct. 22 and 24 class periods – prepare a short memo and give a persuasive oral argument. Deadline for the written story: Nov. 25.
Dec. 7: Final Exam Period, noon. 
Required reading:
The Elements of Journalism by Bill Kovach and Tom Rosenstiel. Please read Revised and Updated 3rd Edition. We will discuss the book thoroughly, with each of you, divided into teams, giving an oral report on selected chapters. And you will write a paper, reflecting on the lessons in the book and demonstrating your understanding of journalism ethics and a professional’s work in pursuit of truth, accuracy, fairness and diversity.
Note: You should complete reading the book by the end of October. Discussions will take place over a week in November, with your paper due Nov. 15.  
Grading:

This course seeks to help you develop the skills of forming judgments, behaving ethically, providing background and context, and writing analytically. You are expected to complete all writing assignments and to take part in class discussions.

Let’s be clear: You will not get a passing grade if you fail to complete all writing assignments, or if you commit a serious ethical violation.

You will receive a numerical grade on each paper, as well as editing and comments. I assign grades with this concept in mind:
A 94 or above, means a fully publishable article.

A-minus 90-93, means almost ready for publishing.

B+ 87-89, means strong but in need of a few revisions.

B 86-83, means moderately acceptable.

B- 82-80, means relatively low acceptability
C 79-70, means in need of substantial improvement
D 69-60, means not adequate
F applies to failure to complete an assignment. 

Because it entails assessing accuracy, quality of writing, background research, quotations from sources -- the accumulation of information and insight -- grading is necessarily subjective. Grades and critiques are designed not to lead you to failure but to help you succeed. In addition to being marked with a grade, your writing assignments will be returned to you with extensive editing and comments.

 Here is a general guideline of how your final grade will be calculated:


Reporting and writing assignments.….……………….50 percent




  (8-10 percent for each completed assignment)

Written and oral book report………………..................20 percent

Trends/situationer story………………………………..20 percent

Class attendance and participation………………….... 10 percent
