University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

JOMC 458.001 – Fall 2013
Tues-Thurs, 2-3:15 pm / 338 Carroll Hall


SOUTHERN POLITICS: Critical Writing & Thinking
In Politics, Policy and Journalism
Instructor:  Ferrel Guillory
Office: Carroll Hall 354


Email: guillory@unc.edu / Phone: 962-5936
Office Hours: Mon-Thurs. 10-11 am
The Course:
This course is a hybrid, fueled in part by journalism and in part by the trends, issues and politics that influence democracy in North Carolina, the South and the nation. It is about how ideas move through election campaigns, government policymaking and society at large; and, it is about how ideas get communicated to the public through the news media.
As a hybrid, the course, divided into three segments, will attempt to accomplish three goals: 
1) To describe the development of the modern American South, so that you obtain a broader understanding of the interplay of politics and policy, ideas and ideals in a representative democracy.

2) To give you experience in writing interpretative journalism, with a special focus on state, metropolitan and rural politics and government, and
3) To foster a deeper appreciation for ethics, citizen-leader relationships and the complexities of people wielding power, through reading and discussing All the King’s Men by Robert Penn Warren. 
Throughout the course, you will read, think, talk and write about the news in the context of the political, journalistic and economic history of the 20th and 21st Century South. Social and economic trends, politics and governance in North Carolina and other Southern states will serve as the raw material for the interpretative journalism that you will practice.

You will have a selection of assignments to engage you in the kind of journalism that Walter Lippmann termed “explained news.’’ (If you don’t know anything about Lippmann, look him up. He’s a major figure in 20th Century American thought and journalism.) More recently, scholars have termed it “contextual journalism” or “knowledge-based journalism.”
Whether in print or online, explained news goes by many names: commentaries, columns, reviews, profiles, situationers, take-outs, analyses. These are the forms in which journalists attempt not only to report events and ideas but also to put them into context, to go beneath the surface and to explore meaning and significance. The plan of this course is to give you experience in researching and writing news analysis in depth. 
The Assignments:

Assignments will come in three segments:

1) You will report, analyze and write in the forms of interpretive journalism. You will produce and the class will critique columns of the kind that would appear on a newspaper op-ed page, on a public affairs/political website or in a news magazine. It is imperative that you follow the news of major statewide developments in North Carolina and across the South.

2) You will read, discuss and write on a book of your choosing to learn more about the South and the practice of journalism. You will read a book selected from the list below – and deliver an oral report to the class and a written report. 
3) The final segment of the semester will revolve around All the King’s Men, the classic novel by Robert Penn Warren. We will examine its lessons bearing on power, ethics, journalism and democracy. You will write an essay, due the last day of class, and the class will assemble for the final exam period to review, discuss and defend the essays.

Beginning early in the semester and continuing intermittently throughout, I will deliver an economic, social and political scan of the South since 1900. These lectures are designed to assist you in putting the contemporary South in context.
Please note:


You may have assignments that require you to travel to Raleigh and other locales in the general Triangle area for events and interviews.  I will seek to develop assignments so as not to interfere with your academic schedule. 
The Class:

The class will include discussions of current events in the news. Together, we will discuss journalism-related practices, policies and issues that arise from the coverage of state, regional and national news. You are expected to come prepared to offer observations and your insights about what’s going on, and about how events are being covered. To do so, you should read one or more daily news publications – whether newspapers or websites -- before you arrive at class.

You will have five column-type writing assignments. These assignments will be due at the moment class begins on the day of the specified deadline. You shall meet deadlines. For these assignments, it’s acceptable to turn in your columns either on paper or emailed to me. Whichever form you choose, please double- or triple-space your copy. I prefer to edit on paper. You will engage in a roundtable critique of each other’s work. When it is your turn to be critiqued, you will bring copies to class for all of your classmates to read.
· You are encouraged to contribute to The Daily Tar Heel, ReeseNews, the Blue and White, The Hill and other publications. Indeed, nothing prepares you for a job-search more than having examples of published work. However, do not turn in previously published articles as a class assignment. You are expected to fulfill assignments with original work. In turn, I will strive to get your work published when I see it meets professional standards.

You are expected to adhere to the University Honor Code (http://honor.unc.edu/students/welcome.html) and to the highest standards of journalistic ethics: No plagiarism, no bogus quotations. This is a journey of veracity.  
***Students who require accommodations for access to or participation in the course should register with Disability Services (http://disabilityservices.unc.edu/), 919-962-8300 and come and see me immediately.***

Grading:

This course seeks to help you develop the skills of forming judgments, behaving ethically, providing background and context, speaking cogently and writing analytically. You are expected to complete all writing assignments and to take part in class discussions.

 Let’s be clear: You will not get a passing grade if you fail to complete all writing assignments, or if you commit a serious ethical violation.

You will receive a letter grade on each paper, as well as editing and comments. For the news-analysis articles, I assign grades with this concept in mind: An A means a fully publishable article, an A- minus means almost ready for publishing, a B+ means strong but in need of a few revisions, and so on down to F for failure to try to think or to complete the assignment. For the books, I assign grades on the basis of the depth and quality of critical thinking.

Because it entails assessing accuracy, quality of writing, background research, quotations from sources -- the accumulation of information and insight -- grading is necessarily subjective. Grades and critiques are designed not to lead you to failure but to help you succeed. Here is a general guideline of how your grades will be calculated:


Class attendance and participation…………………….…10 percent


Column assignments………. ………………….…….…...50 percent

Oral and written book report…………………………….20 percent


Final assignment……………….……………………….....20 percent

Required readings:
· A daily newspaper/online publication on current events
· All the King’s Men by Robert Penn Warren

· One book from the lists below – or a similar book for which you get permission:

The South as Interpreted by Journalists:

The Changing South of Gene Patterson – Clark and Arsenault, editors

Civil Rights and Wrongs:  A Memoir of Race and Politics, 1944-1994 – Harry Ashmore

The Mind of the South – W.J. Cash

The New Mind of the South – Tracy Thompson
A Southerner Discovers the South – Jonathan Daniels

Tar Heels: A Portrait of North Carolina – Jonathan Daniels

Southerners: A Journalist’s Odyssey – Marshall Frady

In My Place – Charlayne Hunter-Gault

North Toward Home – Willie Morris

The South and the Southerner – Ralph McGill

Dixie: A Personal Odyssey through Events That Shaped the Modern South – Curtis Wilkie

My Soul Is Rested – Howell Raines

South Watching – Gerald W. Johnson

The Night of the Old South Ball – Edwin Yoder

Telling Others What to Think: Recollections of a Pundit – Edwin Yoder

A Turn in the South – V.S. Naipaul

Disintegration: The Splintering of Black America – Eugene Robinson
Climbing Jacob’s Ladder: The Arrival of the Negro in Southern Politics – Watters and Cleghorn

The South and the Nation – Pat Watters

Gothic Politics in the Deep South – Robert Sherrill

Dixie Rising – Peter Applebome

Blue Dixie – Bob Moser

Carry Me Home: Birmingham, Alabama: The Climatic Battle of the Civil Rights Revolution – Diane McWhorter
Big, Hot, Cheap and Right: What America Can Learn from the Strange Genius of Texas – Erica Greider
Unlikely Heroes – Jack Bass

STROM: The Complicated Personal and Political Life of Strom Thurmond – Jack Bass

The Promised Land – Nicholas Lemann

The Warmth of Other Suns – Isabel Wilkerson
The Race Beat – Gene Roberts and Hank Klibanoff
The Southern Press – Doug Cumming
The Big Sort – Bill Bishop
Speak Now Against the Day – John Egerton

In Love with Defeat: The Making of a Southern Liberal – H. Brandt Ayers

North Carolina:
Frank Porter Graham and the 1950 Senate Race in North Carolina -- Julian M. Pleasants and Augustus M. Burns III

Triumph of Good Will: How Terry Sanford Beat a Champion of Segregation and Reshaped the South  -- John Drescher

Helms and Hunt: North Carolina Senate Race 1984 -- William D. Snider
The Paradox of Tar Heel Politics: The Personalities, Elections and Events That Shaped Modern North Carolina – by Rob Christensen

Tar Heel Politics – by Paul Leubke

Hard Right: The Rise of Jesse Helms – Ernest B. Furguson
Righteous Warrior: Jesse Helms and the Rise of Modern Conservatism – William Link

Terry Sanford: Politics, Progress and Outrageous Ambition – Howard Covington and Marion Ellis
The New Politics of North Carolina -- edited by Christopher A. Cooper and H. Gibbs Knotts.

Recommended readings:
The Almanac of American Politics – National Journal


Politics in America – Congressional Quarterly

Stateline.org

The Elements of Style by Strunk and White

Southern Politics in State and Nation by V.O. Key Jr.

