Creative Sportswriting  

JOMC 455, Spring 2014
Carroll Hall 305
Monday/Wednesday (3:30-4:45 p.m.)

Professor Tim Crothers

E-mail: Tcrothers@aol.com
Phone: 919 824 4984 

Tim Crothers (UNC class of ’86) worked at Sports Illustrated from 1988-2001 as a senior writer. Prior to SI, he was a sportswriter at The Daily Tar Heel (1984-86) and the Durham Morning Herald (1986-88). He is the author of “The Queen of Katwe”, “The Man Watching: A Biography of Anson Dorrance, the Unlikely Architect of the Greatest College Sports Dynasty Ever,” and co-author of “Hard Work,” the autobiography of UNC basketball coach Roy Williams.  

COURSE OBJECTIVES

To help my students become better writers and reporters. We’ll break down the process of writing sports game stories, magazine features and opinion columns. You should have some background in newswriting and an interest in applying that experience to the more artistic medium of sports journalism. You’ll be exposed to a variety of exercises to hone your skills and we’ll share roundtable discussions to critique your stories. Students should be able to use their written work as a model for publishing stories or as potential clips for job interviews. 

COURSE MATERIALS

The professor will provide all necessary reading material as the course progresses.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

You’ll be asked to write approximately a dozen stories during the semester. Each student will also be asked to participate in a “field trip” outside of class hours to a UNC sporting event for research on a mid-term paper. It is very important that if you are going to miss a class to let me know ahead of time so that you will not miss a critique of your work. AWOLs will affect your final grade. Please meet all deadlines for classwork because deadlines are important for class discussions as well as in maintaining a job in this career field.

  Your grades will be determined through a composite of marks on written work/class participation (40%), a midterm story (20%) and a final story (40%). Grades on individual articles will be determined by a combination of content, style and cleanliness. Most print media stories are lightly-edited, so it’s important to write clean stories. 

SUBJECT MATTER

To leave room for spontaneity, the semester’s schedule is not planned before class begins, but the following are some of the subjects, techniques and journalistic magic tricks that we will discuss in class.

Writing a game story

Writing a feature

Writing an opinion column

Writing a sidebar 

Different methods in constructing a lede

How to be creative

Thinking outside the boxscore

How to prepare during a game to write on deadline

Getting better access to your subject 

How to conduct a successful interview

How to research a story 

Journalistic pet peeves

Editing yourself

  It is very important for all students to participate in class, because everyone will benefit when I speak less. Because I am making this up as I go along, you are all lab rats. I am always open to suggestions about how to make our class more rewarding and fun. I think it’s supposed to be fun. Really.

