University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

JOMC 253.001 –Fall 2014
Tuesday-Thursday, 9:30-10:45 am
Room 58, Carroll Hall
Public Affairs Reporting
Instructor:  Ferrel Guillory
Office: Carroll Hall 354


Email: guillory@unc.edu / Phone: 962-5936
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 2-3 pm
The purpose of this course is to give you experience in researching, reporting and writing public affairs news, with attention to accuracy and depth. This course seeks to prepare you to perform with confidence and at a high level in the newsrooms of quality publications. 
The Class:

The class will include discussions of current events in the news. Together, we will discuss journalism-related practices, policies and issues that arise from the coverage of local, state and national news. You are expected to come prepared to offer observations and your insights about what’s going on, and about how events are being covered. To do so, you should read one or more daily news publications – whether newspapers or websites -- before you arrive at class.

In addition, you will receive basic instruction on techniques of interviewing, storytelling and news analysis, on the use of sources and on taste, mores and ethics. 
· You will have off-campus assignments to conduct interviews, attend events and otherwise report newsworthy stories, not only in Chapel Hill but also in Durham and Raleigh. I will work with you to make such travel convenient and not to disrupt your academic schedule.

· You will have frequent writing assignments. Your writing assignments will be due at a specified deadline. You shall meet deadlines. 

· You should turn in your articles, double- or triple-spaced. You may submit by email or on paper. If you fail to put your name and date on the first page of the article, it will not receive a grade. 

· You will engage in a roundtable critique of each other’s work; when it is your turn for critique, you shall bring copies for all members of the class to read.
· With this semester coinciding with political campaigns leading up to the November 4 elections, you can expect several assignments and discussions focused on candidates and election-year developments. In addition to regular “spot’’ news stories, you will have an election-evening assignment. 
· You are encouraged to contribute to The Daily Tar Heel, ReeseNews, the Blue and White, The Hill and other publications. Indeed, nothing prepares you for a job-search more than having examples of published work. However, do not turn in previously published articles for campus publications as a class assignment. You are expected to fulfill assignments with original work. 
You are expected to adhere to the University Honor Code (http://honor.unc.edu/students/welcome.html) and to the highest standards of journalistic ethics: No plagiarism, no bogus quotations. This is a journey of veracity.  
***Students who require accommodations for access to or participation in the course should register with Disability Services (http://disabilityservices.unc.edu/), 919-962-8300 and come and see me immediately.***

Assignments:

News develops from the fast-moving currents of day-to-day events. News also emerges from the slower-moving, yet powerful, currents of trends, cultural conditions and long-term situations. Your assignments will seek to give you experience in handling daily news and news situationers. Over the course of this semester, you may receive these kinds of assignments:


*To cover a speech


*To cover a public meeting


*To cover a press conference

* To report on a public opinion survey


*To write a news story built around a published report on an issue


*To write a profile of a public figure

* To review a restaurant, movie or stage play


*To write about religion or a cultural trend

Please note:   In 2014, North Carolina has elections for U.S. Senate, U.S. House seats, the state legislature and judgeships. Plan to spend November 4 in Raleigh for election-night coverage.
Required reading

· Informing the News by Thomas E. Patterson
We will discuss the book thoroughly, and you will write a paper at the end of the semester.
Grading:

This course seeks to help you develop the skills of forming judgments, behaving ethically, providing background and context, and writing analytically. You are expected to complete all writing assignments and to take part in class discussions.

Let’s be clear: You will not get a passing grade if you fail to complete all writing assignments, or if you commit a serious ethical violation.

You will receive a numerical grade on each paper, as well as editing and comments. I assign grades with this concept in mind: An A (94 or above) means a fully publishable article, an A-minus (90-93)  means almost ready for publishing, a B+ (87-89) means strong but in need of a few revisions, B (86-83) and so on down to F for failure to try to think or to complete the assignment. 

Because it entails assessing accuracy, quality of writing, background research, quotations from sources -- the accumulation of information and insight -- grading is necessarily subjective. Grades and critiques are designed not to lead you to failure but to help you succeed. Here is a general guideline of how your grades will be calculated:


Class attendance and participation…………………...15 percent


Reporting and writing assignments.….……………….50 percent

Election Night assignment…………………………....20 percent

Written and oral book report………………...................15 percent

Addendum: This course seeks to fulfill the following ACEJMC core values and competences: 

· Understand and apply the principles and laws of freedom of speech and press, including the right to monitor and criticize power.

· Demonstrate an understanding of professional ethical principles and work ethically in pursuit of truth, accuracy, fairness and diversity;

· Think critically, creatively and independently;

· Write correctly and clearly in forms and styles appropriate for the communications professions, audiences and purposes they serve;

· Critically evaluate their own work and that of others for accuracy and fairness, clarity, appropriate style and grammatical correctness;

