SPORTS AND THE MEDIA

JOMC 245, Section 001, Fall 2014

Carroll Hall 305

Monday 4:30-5:45 p.m.

Professor: Tim Crothers

E-mail: Tcrothers@aol.com
Phone: 919 824 4984 

Office Hours: By appointment

Tim Crothers (UNC class of ’86) worked at Sports Illustrated (1988-2001) as a senior writer. Prior to SI, he was a staff writer at The Daily Tar Heel (1984-86) and the Durham Morning Herald (1986-88). Crothers has also written for ESPN The Magazine and the New York Times. He has published three books: The Man Watching, a biography of UNC women’s soccer coach Anson Dorrance, Hard Work, an autobiography with UNC basketball coach Roy Williams and The Queen of Katwe, the story of a 16-year-old girl from the slums of Uganda who has become a chess champion. Crothers has also been a journalism professor at UNC since 2001.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

   This course is designed to provide students with a comprehensive overview of the complicated relationship between the media and the sports it covers. Most classes will feature a guest speaker--from coaches and athletes to media relations coordinators to print, on-line, radio and television reporters—sharing stories about what goes into producing the sports journalism that we read, listen to and watch on television. Students will be expected to question the speakers about their various responsibilities in the process and to write papers on issues of sports journalism based on the discussions in class.
COURSE MATERIALS

   The Man Watching and Hard Work will both come up as recurring topics in class. Students are encouraged to read the books in preparation for discussions with guest speakers who have been directly involved with the research and writing of the book. 

    Students will be expected to quote guests accurately in their written work, so everyone is expected to take notes in class or to use a recorder.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

   Students will be required to write two papers during the semester. The midterm paper will deal with a sports media topic of the student’s choice based on the discussions in class to that point. The final paper will be an opinion column on a topic to be announced. Grades will be determined through a composite of marks on the midterm paper (30%), the final column (30%) and class participation (40%).

   Because the success of the class depends primarily on how well you prepare for and question our guests, I will pay close attention to which students are enhancing the class discussions and who is just along for the ride, which explains the importance of class participation in your grade.

The Accrediting Council on Education in Journalism and Mass Communications (ACEJMC) requires that, irrespective of their particular specialization, all graduates should be aware of certain core values and competencies and be able to:

 

· Understand and apply the principles and laws of freedom of speech and press for the country in which the institution that invites ACEJMC is located, as well as receive instruction in and understand the range of systems of freedom of expression around the world, including the right to dissent, to monitor and criticize power, and to assemble and petition for redress of grievances;

· Demonstrate an understanding of the history and role of professionals and institutions in shaping communications;

· Demonstrate an understanding of gender, race ethnicity, sexual orientation and, as appropriate, other forms of diversity in domestic society in relation to mass communications;

· Demonstrate an understanding of the diversity of peoples and cultures and of the significance and impact of mass communications in a global society;

· Understand concepts and apply theories in the use and presentation of images and information;

· Demonstrate an understanding of professional ethical principles and work ethically in pursuit of truth, accuracy, fairness and diversity;

· Think critically, creatively and independently;

· Conduct research and evaluate information by methods appropriate to the communications professions in which they work;

· Write correctly and clearly in forms and styles appropriate for the communications professions, audiences and purposes they serve;

· Critically evaluate their own work and that of others for accuracy and fairness, clarity, appropriate style and grammatical correctness;

· Apply basic numerical and statistical concepts;

· Apply tools and technologies appropriate for the communications professions in which they work.

Units requesting evaluation of a graduate program must also demonstrate how their master’s graduates attain this additional core competency:
· Contribute to knowledge appropriate to the communications professions in which they work.

