JOMC 153 Week-by-Week Guide for Spring Semester 2014
Instructor: NAME

 


Office:  

Phone:






Office Hours: 

JOMC 153 Section X; Time; CA room #


E-mail:               

I.  Weeks 1-8:  Competencies

At the end of eight weeks of classes, students should be able to demonstrate the following competencies when writing a news story based on a set of facts:

1.
Select appropriate information from a set of facts to write a solid, concise summary lead;


2.
Organize a story properly, accurately and completely;


3.  
Copyedit a story according to AP and UNC-CH style, and use proper spelling and grammar;


4.  
Watch for any libelous material;


5.  
Develop interviewing techniques;


6.  
Use quotes and attribution appropriately; and


7.  
Develop basic research skills using the Internet and other resources

Week #
Dates


Topics




Readings

1
Jan. 8-10

Introduction; AP style ;


Handouts; AP and UNC Stylebooks;


copyediting; nature of news

Reaching Audiences, 1, 2, Appendix A

2
Jan. 13-17

Leads, organization;


Reaching Audiences, 4, 5,




importance of style, spelling

Appendix A;





and grammar



UNC Stylebook; AP Stylebook

3
Jan. 20


Martin Luther King Holiday

Jan. 21-24

More leads; organization;

Reaching Audiences, 2-5, 6 

editing as part of writing 




4
Jan. 27-31

Organization; spot news; quotes; 
Reaching Audiences, 5, 6,





attribution



pp. 204-212
5
Feb. 3-7

Interviewing; using quotes

Reaching Audiences, 9, 10




traditional and online research




Alert:
Profile or other outside assignment due in two weeks;





Story ideas due next week 

6
Feb. 10-14

Libel; bias; ethics;


Reaching Audiences, 11, 12
the local angle on copy


NewsU modules accessed at  http://www.newsu.org/courses/online-media-law-basics-bloggers-and-other-publish and  http://www.newsu.org/courses/newsgathering-law.

Story ideas due for outside assignment
7
Feb. 17-21

More difficult stories to organize;
Reaching Audiences, 5-6, 9-12




Review for Comp 1 Exam


Profile or other outside assignment due
8
Feb. 24-25

Prep for first competency exam
Feb. 26-27

Competency One Exam 
II.  Weeks 9-16:  Competencies

At the end of 16 weeks of classes, students should be able to demonstrate the following competencies while conceptualizing, reporting and writing an event-based story:

  1.  How to research, organize and write a variety of types of stories;


  2.  Techniques of good writing and editing;


  3.  Interviewing techniques;


  4.  Knowledge of libel and its protections;


  5.  Ethics in newsgathering;


  6.  How to report stories with numbers;


  7.  How to cite and evaluate sources, including online sites; and

  
  8.  Familiarity with public records and documents.

Week #
Dates


Topics




Readings

9
March 3-7

Reporting stories with numbers;
Reaching Audiences, pp. 39-45,





other formats; event-based stories
Appendices B, C

Spring Break begins 5 p.m. Friday, March 7; Classes resume 8 a.m. Monday, March 17
10
March 17-21

Obituaries; speeches;


Reaching Audiences, 7





news conferences
11
March 24-28

Writing for online and 


Reaching Audiences, 7, 8 






other formats



pp. 56-57
12
March 31-April 4
Introduction to broadcast formats
Reaching Audiences, Ch. 13




Alert:
Outside assignment due in two weeks;





Story ideas due next week 

April 2-3

Competency Two Exam

13
April 7-11

Persuasive writing


Reaching Audiences, Chs. 6, 14

April 10

HOLD DATE FOR PARK LECTURE; Details to be announced





Story ideas due for outside assignment
14
April 14-18

More complicated story organization;

planning final exam stories

Outside assignment due

April 18


Easter Holiday

15
April 21-22

Wrap up; planning final exam stories 

April 23-24

Final exam (Competency Three Exam) in class

April 25

Classes end

